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THE RETURN OF THE JEW5. 

The subject of the restoration of Israel as a 
nation to the land of Palestine is so prominent in 
the prophecies that it has attracted the general 
attention of Bible readers. But, unfortunately, it is 
not well understood. This is largely because the 
relation of this subject to the kingdom of God 
and the promise to Abraham is not understood. 
Hence, we shall study the subject with special 
reference to this relation. 

There is no subject in the Bible to which more 
space is devoted than the second coming of Christ 
and the setting up of God's everlasting kingdom. 
Already in the days of Adam, Enoch preached the 
doctrine of Christ's coming to judge the world. 
Jude 14, 15. Abraham looked forward to the 
time when the city of God would be given as 
reward to the faithful. Heb. 11:10. The leading 
theme of the prophets is the time when Israel will 
be restored to the promised inheritance, and the 
kingdom of God set up in the place of the king- 
doms of this world. 

As early as the time of Daniel an outline of the 
history of the world to the end was given to show 
when God's kingdom would be established. Dan. 
2 :3i-44; 7:1-27. The subject of His coming at 
the end of the world to establish the everlasting 
kingdom of righteousness was a leading theme in 
the teaching of Christ; most of His parables were 
given to illustrate some phase of this momentous 
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event. The apostles made the coming of Christ 
so prominent in their teaching that some gained 
the impression that Christ would come in their 
generation. 2 Thess. 2 : 1-3. And the last book of 
the Bible, the Apocalypse, is a wonderful revela- 
tion of this event, giving in detail vivid descrip- 
tions of the closing scenes. 

Every unbiased Bible student is struck with the 
prominence of this subject. When Luther began 
to search the Scriptures, he found light on the 
subject of the end, and knew about where he was 
on the stream of time. Guided by the prophecies, 
he concluded that the end of the world was about 
three hundred years from his time, which would 
locate this event in the present generation. Other 
Bible students have from the prophecies reached 
similar conclusions. 

Thus, it is seen that the subject of the kingdom 
of God is a central one in the plan of salvation. It 
\\ as a leading thought in the creation. In fact, the 
whole creation was but a magnificent kingdom with 
man at its head. This kingdom and dominion 
embraced all living creation and also the earth 
itself. Gen. 1:26; Ps. 8:4-8. Man can not well 
conceive of the power which Adam had. He did 
not exercise this power by force. It was in the 
nature of all creatures to obey Adam as their lord, 
for God had made them so, and hence to do this 
was their highest pleasure. 

"But now we see not yet all things put under 
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him." Heb. 2:8. Through the sin of disobedi- 
ence man lost his glorious dominion. But, thank 
God, it is not hopelessly lost! In Heb. 2:9, we 
are pointed to Christ as having gained through 
suffering and death the lost dominion; and when 
His work of redemption is finished, and He comes 
to this earth again, He comes as king and restores 
to the believing family of Adam the lost kingdom. 
Matt. 25: 31. 

Immediately after the fall of Adam, the promise 
of a Redeemer was given. Gen. 3: 15. This prom- 
ise was renewed and made more explicit as the 
plan of salvation was unfolded. To Abraham the 
definite promise was made: "And the Lord said 
unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from 
him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the 
place where thou art northward, and southward, 
and eastward, and westward; for all the land 
which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy 
seed forever. And I will make thy seed as the 
dust of the earth, so that if a man can number the 
dust of the earth, then shall thy seed also be num- 
bered." Gen. 13: 14-16. This promise embraces 
three important facts: (1) The possession of the 
land in all directions. This embraced the whole 
earth, as appears from Rom. 4: 13; and not simply 
the land of Canaan. (2) This possession was to 
be forever (verse 15) ; and, (3) Abraham should have 
a numerous posterity (verse 16). 

This promise was repeated and renewed to 
Isaac, Jacob, David, Solomon, and Israel. Before 
his death, Abraham was given a vision of the 
future of his posterity, and the time of the fulfil- 
ment of the promise. 

"And He said unto Abram, Know of a surety 
that thy seed- shall be a stranger in a land that is 
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not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall 
afflict them four hundred years; and also that 
nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge; and 
afterward shall they come out with great substance. 
And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou 
shalt be buried in a good old age. But in the 
fourth generation they shall come hither again; for 
the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full." Gen. 
15 : 13-16. Note that Israel would be in bondage 
till in the fourth generation, and that after four 
hundred years they would be delivered and led 
into the promised inheritance. From this it appears 
that there was a specified time in connection with 
the promise; this further appears from the state- 
ment of Stephen: " But when the time of the prom- 
ise drew nigh, which God had sworn to Abraham, 
the people grew and multiplied in Egypt." Acts 
7: 17. 

When this appointed time drew near, the con- 
ditions necessary to the fulfilment of the promise 
began to develop. The people were in a helpless 
condition; but the hand of the Lord was over 
them to bring about what He had promised. As 
already noted, one condition of the promise was a 
numerous posterity. As the time of fulfilment 
drew near, the people suddenly began to multiply 
so rapidly that the Egyptains were alarmed, and 
tried to hinder their increase; but the strength of 
this most powerful kingdom in the world could 
not prevail against Israel. The word of the Lord 
had been given; the time for its fulfilment had 
come; and no opposing power could hinder it. 
How much encouragement this contains for us; 
for what is true of the promise to Abraham is true 
of every word which the Lord has spoken. 

The fulfilment of this promise to Abraham 
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furnishes still more encouragement from the fact 
that not only was the whole power of Egypt 
exercised to hinder it, but Israel themselves had 
no faith in the movement, and even protested 
against leaving Egypt. Ex. 14:11. 12. From 
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this it is plain that the fulfilment of God's Word 
does not depend on man, but on God. When the 
time of the promise made to Abraham arrived, 
Israel were actually idolaters. They had forsaken 
God and were worshiping the idols of Egypt. 
Eze. 20:5-8. But in the next verse we read: 
"But I wrought for My name's sake, that it should 
not be polluted before the heathen, among whom 
they were, in whose sight I made Myself known 
unto them, in bringing them forth out of the land 
of Egypt." Verse 9. The Lord had given His 
word, and so His name was at stake; His name or 
word could no more fail than He Himself. 

As Israel had forgotten God, it was necessary 
for the Lord to make Himself known to them; to 
this end, He gave them a special sign: " Moreover 
also I gave them My Sabbaths, to be a sign be- 
tween Me and them, that they might known that I 
am the Lord that sanctify them." Eze." 20: 12. 
This was God's means of enabling the people to 
distinguish between the true God and the false. 

When the time for Israel to leave Egypt had 
come, the people not only increased in numbers, 
but the Lord raised up a special messenger, Moses, 
to lead and instruct them. When Moses appeared 
before Pharaoh, the Lord gave him power to 
work miracles in proof of his divine mission. 
"And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey His voice to let Israel go? I Know not the 
Lord, neither will I let Israel go." Ex. 5:2. 
Had Israel not forsaken the worship of the Lord, 
Pharaoh would have known something of Him. 
When only one man, Joseph, faithfully served the 
Lord in Egypt, Pharaoh and all the people soon 
learned something about the true God. But as 
Pharaoh and Israel did not now know the Lord, 
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He proceeds to make Himself known, not only to 
Israel, but to the Egyptians also. At first, wonders 
which worked no hardship to the people were per- 
formed; when these were not believed, the won- 
ders wrought were plagues, which grew heavier 
and heavier, till the Egyptians were glad to have 
Israel go. 

The real object of the wonders in Egypt was to 
make the true God known. Ex. 6:7; 7:5, 17; 
8:10, 22. At first, the magicians imitated the 
miracles wrought, but the Lord made the evidence 
so strong that they were finally unable to stand 
before Moses, and were obliged to confess: "This 
is the finger of God." Ex. 8:19. 

It is important to note that in redeeming Israel 
and bringing them into the promised inheritance 
the Lord would not only make Himself known to 
Israel and the Egyptians, but to all the world. 
Ex. 9 : 14, 16. This was because the promise 
embraced the whole earth; hence, before giving it 
to His people, the Lord would make Himself 
known everywhere and give all an opportunity to 
have a part in the inheritance. Pharaoh and the 
Egyptians had an opportunity to believe and 
escape the plagues as well as Israel. Ex. 9: 19. 
Some of them did believe, and were thus saved 
from the plague. Verse 20. These went forth out 
of Egypt with Israel as the "mixed multitude." 
Ex. 12:37, 38. 

Though Israel had no faith, and the Lord 
brought them out for His "name's sake," and 
because "He remembered His holy promise and 
Abraham His servant" (Ps. 105:42), yet the peo- 
ple could not fully enter the promised inheritance 
without individual faith. Hence, the Lord led 
them in such a manner as to teach them faith. His 
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power to work for them complete deliverance 
from the greatest difficulties was gloriously demon- 
strated at the Red Sea. Then the people began 
to believe, and, led by Moses, they sang the song of 
deliverance. In this inspired song is a prophetic 
statement of what they would soon have experi- 
enced had they continued in the faith expressed in 
this song. It anticipates the complete fulfilment 
of what is embraced in the promise to Abraham. 

The promise to Abraham embraced the whole 
earth for an everlasting possession. Abraham 
clearly understood this, for he did not look to the 
land of Canaan for its fulfilment, but to the eternal 
city of God. M For he looked for a city which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker is God." 
Heb. ii : 10. And as God was leading Abraham's 
posterity out of Egypt in fulfilment of His promise, 
we read: "Thou in Thy mercy hast led forth the 
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people which Thou hast redeemed; Thou has* 
guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy habi 
tation." Ex. 15:13. The habitation of God is 
His house. It is God's plan to bring His people 
to His house. "In My Father's house are many 
mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again, and 
receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye 
may be also." John 14: 2, 3. 

From the song of Moses, we further read 
" Thou shalt bring them in, and plant them in the 
mountain of Thine inheritance, in the place, 0 
Lord, which Thou hast made for Thee to dwell in. 
in the sanctuary, O Lord, which Thy hands have 
established." Ex. 15:17. The sanctuary that the 
Lord Himself built is the city for which Abraham 
looked. The sanctuary on earth was built by man. 
-and was only a pattern of "the true tabernacle, 
which the Lord pitched, and not man." Heb. 
•8: 2. The third fact in the promise to Abraham 
was that the possession should be forever. From 
the song of Moses we again read: "The Lord 
shall reign for ever and ever." Ex. 15: 18. Thus 
we see how completely the fulfilment of this prom- 
ise to Abraham was contemplated in the deliver- 
ance of Israel from Egypt. 

But Israel did not enter into possession of the 
whole earth as an everlasting inheritance. They 
obtained only partial possession of a small portion, 
and that for only a short period. Did the promise 
to Abraham fail, or did God change His purpose: 
Far from it! The question is made plain in the 
third and fourth chapters of the epistle to the 
Hebrews. We first read: "Wherefore as the 
-Holy Ghost saith, To-day if ye will hear His voice, 
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"RAMESES II, PHARAOH 
OF THE OPPRESSION/' 

Thy wonders in Egypt." 



harden not your 
hearts, as in the prov- 
ocation, in the day 
of temptation in the 
wilderness; when your 
fathers tempted Me, 
proved Me, and saw 
My works forty years. 
Wherefore I was 
grieved with that gen- 
eration, and said, 
They do always err 
in their heart; and 
they have not known 
My ways." Heb. 
3: 7-io. 

The last clause is 
very significant: 
' ' They do always err 
in their hearts, and 
they have not known 
My ways." The way 
of the Lord was to 
lead them to His holy 
habitation, the city to 
which Abraham look- 
ed in fulfilment of 
the promise. The 
One Hundred and 
Sixth Psalm speaks 
of the same subject; 
in the seventh verse 
we read: "Our fa- 
thers understood not 
Had they understood, 



they might have inherited the promise 
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"Oh that My people had hearkened unto Me, 
and Israel had walked in My ways! I should soon 
have subdued their enemies, and turned My hand 
against their adversaries. The haters of the Lord 
should have submitted themselves unto Him; but 
their time should have endured forever. He 
should have fed them also with the finest of the 
wheat; and with honey out of the rock should I 
have satisfied thee." Ps. 81 : 13-16. 

The Lord sought long and patiently to teach 
them His ways. The first effort was through His 
wonders in Egypt; then at the Red Sea, and 
during the forty years in the wilderness. But they 
never learned the lesson. They always "erred in 
their hearts; " and as a result the Lord finally says: 
"So I sware in My wrath They shall not enter 
into My rest" (Heb. 3: 11); and the conclusion of 
all we read in verse 19: " So we see that they could 
not enter in because of unbelief." 

Hence the occupation of Palestine for a short 
time by no means fulfilled the promise to Abraham, 
since that embraced the whole earth forever; nor 
did Israel reach the tabernacle which the Lord 
pitched; they obtained only a pattern, or shadow 
of it, which they themselves pitched; instead of 
coming to the heavenly Jerusalem, the free, for 
which Abraham looked, they came only to the 
earthly Jerusalem, which is still in bondage with 
her children. Gal. 4 : 21-26. 

The Lord's Rest. 

Observe further that the promise to enter in 
embraced entering into the Lord's rest. Heb. 
3:11. Connect this with the fact that when the 
Lord made Himself known to Israel in Egypt to 
fulfil the promise, He gave them His Sabbath 
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" Moreover also I gave them My Sabbaths, to be a 
sign between Me and them, that they might know 
that I am the Lord that sanctify them.*' Eze. 20: 
12. 

The word * 'Sabbath" is a Hebrew word meaning 
literally rest. The Sabbath was God's rest on the 
seventh day after the works of creation were 
finished. These works produced the perfect, 
world-wide kingdom established for man. Man 
being the last being created, when he came into 
existence, all the work of creation was finished, 
and man could enter into God's rest. The expres- 
sion in Gen. 2 : 15, "And the Lord God took the 
man and put him into the Garden of Eden," signi- 
fies, in the Hebrew, "caused him to rest in the 
Garden of Eden." He could rest, "because the 
works were finished from the foundation of the 
world." Heb. 4:3. 

Through disobedience, man lost Eden, God's 
rest. Through Christ, Eden, God's Sabbath, or 
rest, is regained. Hence, when God came to 
redeem Israel from bondage and lead them to the 
promised inheritance, the first step was to give 
them His Sabbath, or rest. The Sabbath stands 
as the memorial of the completed work of creation, 
the perfect kingdom given to man. It likewise 
points forward to the time when, after the com- 
pleted work of redemption, man will a second 
time be placed in the rest of God. "There 
remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." 
Heb. 4 : 9. The expression is also rendered: 
'There remaineth therefore the keeping of a 
Sabbath." The entering into the promise to 
Abraham is entering into God's rest. Heb. 3:11. 
The receiving or keeping the Sabbath is entering 
that rest; it^ it go^'^ e §^fe^fe v ^ ti ^ fearch Hence the 
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Sabbath is a memorial of the perfect rest oi man in 
Eden at the close of creation, and a foretaste of the 
perfect rest in Eden restored. Man in Eden was 
king of the whole earth; the promise to Abraham 
includes a restoration of the whole earth; man in 
Eden had perfect rest; when God was leading 
Israel into the fulfilment of the promise to Abra- 
ham, He was leading them to His rest. 

Again, man's rest was in Paradise, where was 
the tree of life, In the city of God to which 
Abraham looked, are the tree of life and the river 
of life. In leading Israel out of Egypt, the Lord 
was leading them to His habitation; hence He was 
leading them to the tree and river of life, — to the 
Paradise of God. Rev. 22:1-3. For a time, the 
living stream, the water of life, actually flowed 
along with them in the desert. 1 Cor. 10 : 1-4, 
margin. 

Evils of Unbelief. 

But Israel did not enter into God's rest because 
of unbelief. Heb. 3 : 19. Hence it is only through 
belief or faith that one can enter into His rest; and 
as the Sabbath is a foretaste of that rest, it is only 
through faith that one can truly keep the Sabbath. 
Weariness is a result of sin; the only way to escape 
weariness and find complete rest is to secure free- 
dom from sin. As Christ alone can free from sin, 
He only can give the sinner rest; hence He says: 
"Come unto Me, all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. Take My yoke 
upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart; and ye shall find rest unto your 
souls." Matt. 11:28, 29. As in Him alone we 
can find rest, in Him alone can we keep the Sab- 
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Christ was with the children of Israel in the 
desert in the pillar of fire and cloud and in the 
living stream that followed them. 1 Cor. 10: 1-4, 
But they did not recognize Him, and so did not 
enter into His rest. At this time, the Sabbath was 
given Israel. " that they might know that I am the 
Lord that sanctify them." Eze. 20:12. To 
sanctify is to make holy, or free from sin; to free 
from sin is to give rest. From this we see the true, 
meaning of Sabbath-keeping, or the rest of the 
Lord, As Israel did not recognize Christ in the. 
desert, and because of their unbelief did not enter 
His rest, it follows that they did not truly keep the 
Sabbath. They had the form, but not the sub- 
stance, which comes only through faith. 

The Promise Not Fulfilled. 

Since Israel did not enter into the rest, the 
promise remained unfulfilled. Heb. 4:9. As the 
word of God in the promise to Abraham can not 
fail, "therefore it remaineth that some must enter 
therein." Verse 6. "There remaineth therefore 
a rest to the people of God." Verse 9. Hence 
the promise is " left us of entering into His rest." 
Verse 1. 

Had Israel believed at the time of the Exodus, 
the work would, in connection with that movement, 
have been carried to completion. " For if Jesus 
had given them rest, then would He not afterward 
have spoken of another day." Verse 8. Just how 
long it would have taken to make the name of the, 
Lord known among all nations, and to accomplish 
the various steps yet to be taken in the plan of 
salvation, such as the death of Christ, etc., we can 
not tell. But Christ was with them as leader, and 
would doubtless have remained with them till the. 
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restitution of all things. From the Apocalypse, we 
know that it is in the plan of God for His habita- 
tion, the New Jerusalem, to come "down from God 
out of heaven," to remain forever, and for the 
earth to be renewed as a dwelling-place for the 
righteous. Rev. 21:1-3; 22:5; 2 Peter 3:9-13. 
As Israel failed through unbelief, the time of fulfil- 
ment was delayed; since Joshua did not give them 
rest, he spoke "of another day.** Heb. 4:8, 
margin. The first day was the time mentioned to 
Abraham, the 400 years. Gen. 15 : 13-16. The 
second time appointed is "to-day. ,; Heb. 4:7. 
When Israel failed and were finally rejected, the 
opportunity to enter the Lord's rest was always 
open; the time of entering it rests with man; when 
he believes, he enters into his rest. Heb. 4 : 3. 
The second time appointed, to-day, will continue 
till the family of Adam is complete, when the 
Gospel work will close. God knew from the 
beginning when that time would be, and has 
revealed much concerning it in His Word through 
the prophets. 

Rejecting God. 

The Lord did not reject Israel as a people even 
after the forty years in the wilderness. After 
Moses and Joshua, He endeavored to lead and 
instruct them through the judges. Thus the Lord 
was still with them as leader. It was in the prom- 
ise, as revealed in the song of Moses, for the Lord 
to be with Israel as king forever. Ex. 15 : 18. But 
finally, the people rejected the judges and de- 
manded a king. Of this act the Lord says: " They 
have rejected Me, that I should not reign over 
them." 1 Sam. 8:7. Still, the Lord did not for- 
sake them^^uld^s^^f^^^sil^^ an d in- 
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structed him through the prophets; and later made 
the promise to David that if he obeyed He would 
establish his throne forever. The same promise 
was renewed to Solomon. The Lord condescended 
to make this throne His own; for when Solomon 
was crowned it was said: "Then Solomon sat on 
the throne of the Lord as king instead of David 
his father, and prospered; and all Israel obeyed 
him." 1 Chron. 29: 23. 

Had the kings of Israel always done the Lord's 
will, He would have extended their kingdom into 
all the world, and finally removed all that would 
not believe, and would then have established for- 
ever the original kingdom given to Adam. But 
the kings of Israel did not always obey. With few 
exceptions, each succeeding king did worse than 
his fathers. The patience of the Lord in dealing 
with rebellious Israel is most remarkable, and 
illustrates wonderful longsuffering. But a limit 
was finally reached. " And the Lord God of their 
fathers sent to them by His messengers, rising up 
betimes, and sending; because He had compassion 
on His people, and on His dwelling-place; but 
they mocked the messengers of God, and despised 
His words, and misused His prophets, until the 
wrath of the Lord arose against His people, till 
there was no remedy." 2 Chron. 3 6:I 5> 16. 
When the point was reached where 11 there was no 
more remedy," the Jews as a nation were sent into 
Babylonian captivity. Although the way has ever 
been opened for them to be gathered from their 
dispersion in Babylon and other nations, through 
continued unbelief and finally through the rejection 
and crucifixion of Christ, their nation has never 
been restored to the position it before occupied. 
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How Long Dispersed. 

As a result of the continued disobedience of the 
kings of Judah, their temporal throne was finally 
overturned when the Jews were sent into Babylon- 
ian captivity. To the last king, the Lord said: 
"And thou, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose 
day is come, when iniquity shall have an end, 
thus saith the Lord God: Remove the diadem, 
and take off the crown; this shall not be the same; 
exalt him that is low, and abase him that is high. 
I will overturn, overturn, overturn, it; and it shall 
be no more, until He come whose right it is; and 
I will give it Him." Eze. 21 : 25-27. 

Note, the throne was to continue overturned 
and not be again established "until He come 
whose right it is." Whose is it by right?— It is 
the Lord's throne; it rightfully belongs to Jesus 
Christ, who through suffering and death purchased 
the lost dominion. Of Him we read: lt He shall 
be great, and shall be called the Son of the 
Highest, and the Lord God shall give unto Him the 
throne of His father David; and He shall reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; and cf His kingdom 
there shall be no end." Luke 1:32, 33. Christ 
does not take the throne of David till His second 
coming. Hence, the Jews as a nation will remain 
in dispersion to the end of time. Their nation 
will never again be established. 

The last opportunity of the Jews as a nation was 
cut off in their rejection and crucifixion of Christ. 
Then, the natural branches were broken off. and 
the Gentiles grafted in. Rom. 11 : 17-26. But the 
trunk is always the same; the original promise is 
always the same; this promise was to Abraham 
and his Seed . His n Seed is Christ. .Gal. 3:16. 
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"And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraham's 
seed, and heirs according to the promise." Gal. 
3 : 29. " Know ye therefore that they which are 
of faith, the same are the children of Abraham." 
Verse 7. From these verses it is plain that a part 
in the original promise depends on faith in Christ. 
The Jews according to the flesh could not enter 
into His rest because of unbelief; the unbelieving 
branches were broken off, and the believing Gen- 
tiles were grafted in in their places. Hence, the 
true Jew or child of Abraham, an heir of the prom- 
ise, both in the time of Abraham and now, is one 
of faith. " For he is not a Jew, which is one out- 
wardly; neither is that circumcision, which is out- 
ward in the flesh; but he is a Jew, which is one 
inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in 
the spirit, and not in the letter; whose praise is not 
of men, but of God." Rom. 2 : 28, 29. 

The True Israel. 

It is a great mistake to conclude that the Jews 
according to the flesh are heirs of the promise. 
Here is where many fail in reading the prophecies 
concerning the restoration of Israel and the fulfil- 
ment of the promise; they err in applying" the 
promises to literal Israel instead of the Israel of 
faith, the true children of Abraham. God does 
not change. Literal Israel could no more enter 
now without faith than in the days of the Exodus. 

Common Errors— Double Prophecies. 

It is true that the prophecies speak much of the 
restoration of Israel, and that the prophecies of 
the Old Testament were addressed to Israel 
Most of the prophets spoke before the Babylonian 
captivity; all. the time till the crucifixion of Christ 
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the Jews as a nation might have been restored, 
and when the prophets spoke to them of the 
restoration, they spoke of the complete restoration 
just as it was contemplated in the Exodus and 
expressed in the song of Moses. As in the Exodus, 
there would be for a time the experiences of ordi- 
nary life before the complete restoration in the 
new earth. Hence we frequently find in the same 
chapter things pertaining to both the heavenly and 
the earthly state. A common error is to read 
these all together, and place all in the present 
state. This has led many to the conclusion that 
there will be a temporal millennium on this earth 
before the close of probation, and that during this 
time the Jews will be converted and returned to 
Palestine. 

Another error is to place the things pertaining 
to this life and those pertaining to the future state 
together in the future, bringing things pertaining 
to this life into the heavenly state But when the 
passages, like Zechariah 14, are read with the fact 
in view that these prophecies were addressed to 
Israel in their captivity and applied to their expe- 
rience in leaving this captivity until they reached 
the heavenly state, and described their experience 
in the heavenly state, these prophecies concerning 
the restoration of Israel will be correctly and much 
more readily understood. 

That often the same chapter contains events far 
apart is evident from many passages. When Christ 
stood up in the synagogue at Nazareth to read, He 
took the prophecy of Isaiah, and, reading from the 
sixty-first chapter, stopped in the midst of the second 
verse. Compare Isa. 61 : 1, 2., with Luke 4 : 18, 19. 
He then declared: "This day is this scripture 
fulfilled in your ears WhvdidJie break off in 
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the middle of the verse ? — Because He knew that 
the first part of the verse applied to His day, while 
the last part, the expression omitted, " to proclaim 
. . . the day of vengeance of our God, ,? per- 
tained to the end of time, when probation is closed . 
Until then grace reigns; and when the work of 
mercy is finished, the wrath of God is poured out 
on sin. That is the day of vengeance. Hence in 
this verse, in the same sentence are words apply- 
ing to events about two thousand years apart. 
This is a most important fact, and should ever be 
kept in mind in reading the prophecies. 

Another important fact to remember in reading 
the prophecies concerning the restoration of Israel 
is that some of them met a partial fulfilment in 
the temporary return of the Jews from Babylonian 
captivity. God's promises to them always em- 
braced a complete restoration; but as in the 
Exodus they were brought out of Egypt without 
entering into the promised inheritance, so in the 
deliverance from Babylon they came short of what 
was in store for them. 

Israel Will Be Gathered. 

As the promise is not yet fulfilled, as the rest 
still remains, it is certainly true that Israel will yet 
be gathered and led into that rest; and when that 
has taken place, the end of the present state will 
will have been reached. Many scriptures show 
that in the last days there will be a special gather- 
ing of Israel. Connect these with the promise to 
Abraham and its fulfilment. As already seen, this 
promise was not fulfilled at the first time set for 
its accomplishment, because of Israel's unbelief; so 
another time was given; and when that time comes 
when there will be a people of faith, obeying all 

Digitized by the Center for Adventist Research 



22 



THE RETURN OF THE JEWS. 



the Lord's commandments, God will again mani 
fest His power to deliver His people. At the 
time of the Exodus God's people were in captivity 
in Egypt; at the time of their final deliverance 
they are in captivity in Babylon; hence when the 
last message to the world is given, it is a call to 
God's people to come out of Babylon. Rev. 
14 : 8; 18 : 4. 

What this final restoration will be is illustrated 
in part by the first. In renewing the promise to 
Israel, God constantly referred to the deliverance 
from Egypt as an illustration of what He would do 
for them. Had Israel then believed, the Lord 
would have made His name known in all the earth. 
At the close, when the true Israel exercises faith, 
God's message will go to all the earth. This work 
is thus expressed: "And I saw another angel fly 
in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
Gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, saying with a loud voice, 
Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of 
His judgment is come; and worship Him that 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the 
fountains of waters." Rev. 14 : 6, 7. 

God's Gathering Message. 

The special feature of this message is to 
announce the judgment of God and to preach the 
everlasting Gospel. The Gospel is the power of 
God. Rom. 1 : 16. Hence this message reveals 
the power of God in all the earth. This is 
identical with the work begun in Egypt. In the 
messages of Moses, the judgments of God were 
announced and His power manifested; all that 
believed the Lord's message escaped the judgments 
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and were saved. The same manifestation of power 
that saved the believers destroyed those that did 
not believe. Ex. 19. 18-21. That is the Gospel. 
The same will be repeated in the last days in a 
special sense, as in Egypt. The Gospel work is 
always in progress; but at certain seasons there 
are special messages; and the most important of 
these is in the last days. See Rev. 14 : 6-12. When 
these messages have been presented to the world, 
then the seven last plagues will be poured out, as 
in Egypt the plagues preceded the final punish- 
ment of Pharoah and his host. Revelation 16. 

As God wrought mightily foi the deliverance of 
His people from Egypt, so in the last days He will 
work in mighty power for their deliverance from 
all lands. The eleventh chapter of Isaiah con- 
tains a description of this final restoration, when 
*'the wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid." Verse 6. 
In verse n we read: " And it shall come to pass 
in that day, that the Lord shall set His hand again 
the second time to recover the remnant of His 
people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and from 
Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and 
from Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, 
and from the islands of the sea.*' Note that the 
Lord will set His hand a second time to deliver 
His people. The first time was in Egypt. Note 
also that this deliverance is from many countries, 
and the islands also — the whole world. 

At the first time, the Lord set out to make His 
name known in all the earth; but the work was 
not carried to completion because of the unbelief 
of Israel. But the second time, the work will be 
carried to completion. In the Exodus, Moses was 
the instrument of God in delivering His people; but 
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the real leader was Christ. He was with them in 
the pillar of fire and the brook that followed them. 
He was captain of the Lord's host. Josh. 5:14. 
So in the final deliverance we read: "And in that 
day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall 
stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the 
Gentiles seek; and his rest shall be glorious." 
"And He shall set up an ensign for the nations, and 
shall assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather 
together the dispersed of Judah from the four 
corners of the earth." Isa. 11:10, 12. At this 
time, Christ is an ensign to the nations y not to 
Israel, one- nation only. Of the nature of this 
deliverance we read : " And there shall be an high- 
way for the remnant of His people, which shall be 
left, from Assyria: like as it was to Israel in the 
day that he came n p out of the land of Egypt." 
Verse 16. This again shows that the deliverance 
from Egypt is a figure of the final restoration. 

Conflicts and Victories. 

The highway referred to in this verse was 
through the Red Sea. Just before that wonderful 
deliverance, the people were shut in by difficulties 
on ever}' hand; there was no possible way of 
escape, and certain destruction was about to over- 
whelm them when a most wonderful deliverance 
came in an unexpected manner. Then the people 
sang the song of Moses, the song of deliverance. 
In like manner God's remnant people will be in 
great danger; they have given the warning against 
Babylon and have come out from her corruption. 
See Rev. 12:17; 14 : 8, 9; 13:15-17. But just at 
the moment of greatest danger, God will deliver 
His people, and then will follow a song of triumph. 
This restoration and deliverance is described in 
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Isaiah 11, and the twelfth chapter contains the song 
that follows the deliverance. By comparing this 
with the song of Moses in Exodus 15, we find that 
the two songs open with nearly the same words. 

Of this final restoration and victory of God's 
people, we read in Rev. 15:1-3: "And I saw 
another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, 
seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in 
them is filled up the wrath of God. And I saw as 
it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them 
that had gotten the victory over the beast, and 
over his image, and over his mark, and over the 
number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, 
having the harps of God. And they sing the song 
of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the 
Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are Thy works, 
Lord God Almighty; jnst and true are Thy ways, 
Thou King of saints." 

Here the song is called the song of Moses and 
the Lamb. The song of Moses was the refrain of 
victory over Pharaoh and his hosts, the oppressors 
ot God's people. The final anthem will be one of 
victory over the beast and his image, over Babylon 
and her daughters, the oppressors of God's people 
in the last days. But now it is the song of Moses 
and the Lamb. It is more this time; it is the work 
of faith, for of the people that are called out of 
Babylon by the last message it is said: " Here is 
the patience of the saints; here are they that keep 
the commandments of God, and the faith of 
Jesus." Rev. 14 : 12. 

Because of their disobedience, Israel was 
scattered to all nations; because of their unbelief, 
they could not return and enter the rest that awaited 
them. But, finally, there will be a people remark- 
able both for obedience and faith. They will keep 
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all the commandments of God, and have the fait 
of Jesus. Such will be gathered from all the worl: 
and enter into the everlasting rest; they will ente- 
in, singing not only the song of Moses, but also c 
the Lamb, for in Christ is complete victory. 

When the Lord set His hand to deliver Israe 
from Egypt, He gave them the Sabbath as a sig: 
by which they might know that He was the tru: 
God; and in like manner when He sets Hishanc 
again the second time to gather the remnant c 
His people, He again gives them the Sabbath as 
a sign or seal, a foretaste of the rest that remains 
The restoration of the Sabbath is represented a 
the work of sealing His people. Rev. 7 : 1-3. 

As expressed in Isaiah 11, the Lord will work ir 
a special manner in gathering His remnant people 
the true Israel. When He puts forth His hand a 
second time, His works will be no less powerfu 
and convincing than at the first; and the result: 
will be a gathering from all parts of the earth. O: 
this special work we read also in Isa. 51:9-11 
"Awake, awake, put on strength, O arm of the 
Lord; awake, as in the ancient days, in the 
generations of old. Art thou not it that hath cut 
Rahab, and wounded the dragon ? Art thou not 
it which hath dried the sea, the waters of the great 
deep; that hath made the depths of the sea a way 
for the ransomed to pass over? Therefore the 
redeemed of the Lord shall return, and come with 
singing unto Zion; and everlasting joy shall be 
upon their head ; they shall obtain gladness and 
joy; and sorrow and mourning shall flee away." 
The arm of the Lord by which He reaches down 
and takes hold of humanity is Christ. Isa. 53 : 1, 2. 
He will appear in strength as in the ancient days. 
He is the rod of Jesse, that stands as ensign for the 
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people. When He is lifted up, He will draw all 
men to Him. John 12 : 32. 

In Isaiah 52, Zion, the church, or people of God, 
is called to awake and put on strength. Her 
strength is the Lord. When men awake from the 
drowsiness of sin, the Lord will give them light, 
and the result will be: " Arise, shine; for thy light 
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon 
thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darkness the people; but the 
Lord shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be 
seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall come to 
thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy 
rising." Isa. 60:1-3. In connection with this 
work it will be said: " The Lord hath made bare 
His holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all 
the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our 
God." Isa. 52 : 10. 

Thus at this time will be accomplished precisely 
what the Lord set out to do in Egypt. As His 
arm was made bare and seen of all Egypt, so now 
"all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation 
of our God." Then the call is made: "Depart ye, 
depart ye, go ye out from thence, touch no unclean 
thing; go ye out of the midst of her; be ye clean, 
that bear the vessels of the Lord." Verse 11. 
As the Lord was before and behind His people in 
the pillar of fire and cloud, to deliver and protect 
them in the Exodus, so of this time we read: " For 
ye shall not go out with haste, nor go by flight; for 
the Lord will go before you; and the God of 
Israel will be your rereward." Verse 12. Again 
He will go before and after His people, giving 
complete protection as they go out of Babylon. 
Although in the greatest danger they will not fear, 
but come to Zion singing. 
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When the Lord's power is manifested in all the 
earth, when the arm of the Lord is made bare "ir. 
the eyes of all the nations," when Christ is thus 
lifted up as an ensign to the Gentiles, then God's 
people, true Israel, the household of faith, will hh 
gathered to Zioii from the ends of the world. This 
glorious gathering is thus described by the inspirec 
pen: — 

" Oft up thine eyes round about, and behold 
all these gather themselves together, and come to 
thee. As I live, saith the Lord, thou shalt surel\ 
clothe thee with them all, as with an ornament, 
and bind them on thee, as a bride doeth. For thy 
waste and thy desolate places, and the land of th\ 
destruction, shall even now be too narrow by 
reason of the inhabitants, and they that swallowed 
thee up shall be far away. The children which 
thou shalt have, after thou hast lost the other, shall 
say again in thine ears, The place is too strait for 
me; give place to me that I may dwell. Then 
shalt thou say in thine heart, Who hath begotten 
me these, seeing I have lost my children, and am 
desolate, a captive, and removing to and fro? and 
who hath brought up these? Behold, I was left 
alone; these, where had they been? Thus saith 
the Lord God, Behold, I will lift up Mine hand to 
the Gentiles, and set up My standard to the people: 
and they shall bring thy sons in their arms, and 
thy daughters shall be carried upon their shoulders. 
And kings shall be thy nursing fathers, and their 
queens thy nursing mothers; they shall bow down 
to thee with their face toward the earth, and lick 
up the dust of thy feet; and thou shalt know that I 
am the Lord; for they shall not be ashamed that 
wait for Me." Isa. 49: 18-23. 

This final great gathering is from all nations and 
from all classes; the Lord lifts up His hand to the 
Gentiles. While, doubtless, some Jews will be 
among those that believe the Lord's final message, 
the great majority of those that are gathered are 
from the Gentiles. See Isaiah, chapters II, 49, 51, 
52, 60, etc. 

As we have seen, the gathering of Israel and 
bringing them into the promised inheritance corn- 
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prebends giving them the whole earth for an ever- 
lasting possession. Hence, when the work set 
forth in the scriptures just quoted takes place, and 
the people of God from the four winds come to 
Zion singing, all creation joins in the glad chorus. 
"For we know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until now. " Rom. 
8:22. All nature rejoices, "because the creature 
itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of 
corruption into the glorious liberty of the children 
>f God." Verse 21. The whole of this glorious 
work is summed up thus: — 
" I O sing unto the Lord a new song; 

For He hath done marvelous things; 

His right hand, and His holy arm, hath wrought 
salvation for Him. 

2 The Lord hath made known His salvation; 

His righteousness hath He openly shewed in the 
sight of the nations. 

3 He hath remembered His merry and His faith- 

fulness toward the house of Israel; 
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation 
of our God. 

4 Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the earth; 
Break forth and sing for joy, yea, sing praises. 

5 Sing praises unto the Lord with the harp; 
With the harp and the voice of melody 

6 With trumpets and sound of cornet 

Make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord. 

7 Let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof; 
The world, and they that dwell therein; 

8 Let the floods clap their hands; 
Let the hills sing for joy together; 

9 Before the Lord, for He cometh to judge the 

earth; 

He shall judge the world with righteousness, 
And the people with equity." Ps. 98 : 1-9, R. V. 

The King among Them. 

When God set His hand the first time to lead 
His people into the promised possession, Christ 
appeared among them, and would have remained 
forever as their king had they not rejected Him, 
and chosen a man as king in the place of God. 
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When the Lord puts forth His hand a second time 
to redeem His peuple, Christ will again appear 
among them and establish the everlasting kingdom. 
As before noted, the second coming of Christ and 
the setting up of God's kingdom are placed 
together in the prophecies as one and the same 
event. When the work of Christ as mediator is 
finished, He will come as King, and establish the 
throne or kingdom which Adam lost, and which is 
redeemed by the death of Christ. In Micah4:8 
we read: "And thou, O tower of the flock, the 
stronghold of the daughter of Zion, unto thee 
shall it come, even the first dominion; the kingdom 
shall come to the daughter of Jerusalem." 

The stronghold of the daughter of Zion is 
Christ; the first dominion was that given to Adam. 
Hence Christ receives the kingdom of Adam, takes 
his place, and so is called the second Adam, 
i Cor. 15 : 45, 47. When Christ comes to this earth 
again, He appears as King of kings, and His first 
words to His people are: "Then shall the King 
say unto them on His right hand. Come, ye blessed 
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world.'* Matt. 
25 : 34. The kingdom prepared from the founda- 
tion of the world is the kingdom given to Adam; 
and that kingdom comprehended the whole earth 
The promise to Abraham comprised the whole 
world for an everlasting possession. When Christ 
sets up His kingdom, it fills the entire world, and 
stands forever. Dan. 2 : 35, 44. This is the ful- 
filment of the promise to Abraham and the 
gathering of Israel to their own land. It will be a 
wonderful gathering and a glorious M age to come." 

The Eternal City, 

When Christ appears and has conferred the 
kingdom on His subjects, He takes them to its 
capital, the New Jerusalem, the city to which 
Abraham looked. This is God's habitation to 
which He would have led ancient Israel had they 
exercised faith. Before Christ left the earth, He 
comforted the disciples with the assurance that He 
would come again and take them to His Father's 
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house. John 14 : 1-3. This city does not immedi- 
ately come down to this earth; it remains in 
heaven till the end of the day of the Lord, at the 
close of the thousand years. Christ comes and 
takes the saints to it, and there in the heavenly 
city they live and reign "with Christ a thousand 
years." Rev. 20:4. During this time, the earth 
lies desolate as a bottomless pit, while Satan is 
kept here alone bound, to contemplate the work 
of ruin he has wrought. At the end of the thou- 
sand years, the wicked are resurrected. Rev 
20:5. By this act, Satan is loosed. Verse 7. 
Then Christ and the beloved city, the camp of the 
saints, descend from heaven. Rev. 21:2 The 
wicked, led by Satan, surround the city, when fire 
comes down, from God out of heaven and devours 
them. Rev. 20 : 9. 

It is important to note that the city does not 
come down till the earth is made new, or that 
portion upon which the city rests. Zech 14 : 4; 
Rev. 21 : 1, 2. The earth is renewed by fire dur 
ingthe day of the Lord, as thus described: — 

" But the heavens and the earth, which are how, 
by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto 
fire against the day of judgment and perdition of 
ungodly men. But, beloved, be not ignorant of 
this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as 
some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but 
that all should come to repentance. But the day 
of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the 
which the heavens shall pass away with a great 
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein 
shall be burned up.' ' 2 Peter 3 : 7-10. 

When Satan and the wicked are destroyed it is 
in a lake of fire. According to Peter's description 
of the day of the Lord, the earth will be melted, 
or become a molten sea, literally a vast lake of fire. 
Still, the earth will not be destroyed, for in verse 
13 we read: "Nevertheless we, according to His 
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth, 
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wherein chvelleth righteousness." Observe that 
the promise is still kept in view; it is the promise 
to Abraham, which embraced the whole, earth for 
an everlasting possession. 

When the earth is thus made new, with the New 
Jerusalem upon it, it will then be said: ' Behold 
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will 
dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and 
God Himself shall be with them, and be their 
God." Rev. 21 : 3. How beautifully this accords 
with what Abraham expected, and with what is 
expressed in the song of Moses! "Thou hast 
guided them in Thy strength unto Thy holy habita- 
tion.'' "Thou shalt bring them in, and plant 
ihem in the mountain of thine inheritance, in the 
place, O Lord, which Thou hast made for Thee to 
dwell in. in the sanctuary. O Lord, which Thy 
hands have established. The Lord shall reign 
for ever and ever. * Ex. 15 : 17. 18. 

This is the Bible doctrine of the return of the 
Jews. There will be a glorious gathering oi 
Israel. 'And so all Israel shall be saved." Rom. 
11 126. This is the true Israel, those who have 
faith in Christ, and so "are the children of Abra- 
ham'' Gal. 3:7, 29. Since Israel through un- 
belief was broken off, 1 their is neither Greek nor 
Jew, . . Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor 
free ' ' Col. 3 . 1 1. Every one who exercises faith in 
Christ is an Israelite indeed.'' Jews and Gentiles 
alike may be grafted in Rom. n : 24. *' For we 
which have believed do enter into rest.*' Heb. 
4:3 The invitation is to all, the only condition is 
faith. 

And, finally when God's people are sealed from 
the last generation, they are sealed as the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Rev. 7 : 1-4. When the redeemed 
hosts enter the heavenly city, the habitation of 
God, they enter twelve gates having the names of 
the twelve tribes. Rev. 21:12. "All Israel shall 
be saved," and only Israel shall be saved; for an 
Israelite is a man of faith, and only by faith can 
any one be saved. So the special gathering of 
Israel in the last days is God's last mighty work in 

■ lifrfi/ffli^ gtoAhfr salvation of all that believe. 
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